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17 December 1970 


CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 
Subj: Drug Usage 

1. This afternoon General Haig and Mr. Lord met for approximately 
1 hour with Colonel Borders, acting G-l to discuss problems associated 
with the use of drugs in Vietnam. BGEN Berstein, MACV Surgeon 
General, and a representative from the Provost Marshall's office also 
attended the meeting. The following comments /points were made: 

A. Amnesty: At the present time the Army may be the only 
service branch with a policy of disciplining drug users only when some 
misconduct is also charged. The policy of extending amnesty to any 
user who turns himself in for treatment has received an excellent 
response. 

B. Drug usage rate: The proportion of troops arriving in Vietnam 
who have had some association with drugs prior to arriving in country 
has steadily increased as shown: 


1968 

12% 

1969 

..... 27% 

1970 

50% 


(The above statistics were compiled by MGEN McCaffrey) 

C. Distribution: Hard narcotics are backed by M big money. M The 
drugs are distributed by taxicab drivers, cyclo drivers, room maids, 
street boys, etc. Transactions have even been reported between two 
vehicles in moving traffic. The point to be made is that drugs of all 
varieties are very readily available in RVN and there is at present no 
effective drug control program. MACV has several programs underway 
which attempt to address the need for greater controls. 

D. Marijuana production: The marijuana grown in RVN is substan- 
tially more potent than that grown in the U. S. MACV has a program to 
destroy marijuana crops when reported/detected, and in the period 
May-August, 1969, enough marijuana to make more than 1 million 
cigarettes was destroyed. 
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E, Heroin: There is nothing to indicat the heroin in-country is 
coming from Communist, sources. It appears to come from Hong 
Kong and Burma, and is often imported/distributed by Chinese. It 
comes in 93-95% pure -- which compares to the 3-5% pure variety 
normally available in the U. S. 

F • Drug prices: Drugs are extremely inexpensive in Vietnam -- 
for example: 

1/8 Grain Heroin. ......... $3 -5 

1/4 Gram Heroin $6-10 

Pack Marijuana cigarettes $1.00 

Bottle of amphetimenes $1. 00 

''Downer" pills 10 cents each 


; f G. Mi sc points: 

/) — — 

! 1. ARVN has no real drug problem to speak of (soldiers 

can't afford it, they are home with families, etc.) 

2. Some of the younger U. S. doctors coming into Vietnam 
; have and possibly still do use Marijuana. 

V 

t 

% 
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; 3. Every type of unit has users. 

4 

4. No instance is known where combat effectiveness has 
been affected directly by the use of drugs. 

5. A captured NVA officer has reported that his unit timed 
night attacks on U. S. units for when the smell of Marijuana was strongest. 


6. Army Pioneer House (Half-way house) is working well and 
is largely staffed by ex-addicts. 


7. Between 15 May - 15 August only . 80 percent of all hospital 
admissions (in Vietnam) were for drugs -- but this low statistic is 
extremely misleading, and no conclusions should be drawn from this. 

8. There is very little LSD being used. 
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v ^ V ' The principle disciplinary indicators have all remained 
about constant -- showing no upsurge* 

' ,► i 1 \ • * . 1 , 

* < . . * 1 . * 

10. The treatment of drug addicts in RVN hospitals has not 
interfered in any way with the treatment of war casualties. 

Very respectfully, 




D. R. HALPERIN 
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